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the best books on geography, for reading, study or reference, in English, Ger- 
man and French. There are, however, a number of inaccuracies which should 
be corrected in the next reprinting. 

The Dangers of Municipal Trading. By Robert P. Porter, xiii and 320 pp 
and index. George Routledge & Sons, Ltd,, London, 1907. j}4 x 5. 

The book contains the substance of many lectures and addresses delivered 
by the author before various bodies in England. The facts he gives illustrate 
the dangers of state or municipal interference with industrial development and 
the unwisdom of usurpation by public authorities of functions which are better 
left to private companies and to individual enterprise. The larger part of his 
data was collected in Great Britain. 

Die Indogermaneu. (Wissenschaft und Bildung. Einzeldarstellungen aus 
a!len Gebieten des Wissens. Herausgegeben von Privatdozent Dr. Paul Herre). 
Von Dr. phil. O. Schrader. 165 pp. and illustrations. Verlag von Quelle & 
Meyer, Leipzig, 1011. Mk. 1.25 7x5. 

This highly valuable volume, interestingly dealt with throughout, is a re- 
version to a type of twenty years ago. At that time English students lent their 
aid to a series of primers of science topics. The defect in the method was that 
the method of treatment was far too jejune for the needs of specialists trained 
in each particular subject, and equally far too rich for the use of beginners. 
The unfortunate result was that students of a not infrequent type studied the 
primer and not the science, thereby were they able to pass examinations with 
flying colors and qualify to their own complete satisfaction as leaders of thought 
without training in the capacity of thinking, with deplorable results which have 
not yet wholly worn off. 

As a primer this small volume is free from the mechanical defect of the 
earlier type. Of necessity it has been subjected to great condensation, yet it is 
easy reading and wholly free from the catechetical manner. The moot points 
are very clearly stated with judicial balance in presentation. It may safely be 
put in the hands of junior students, always under the inspiration of competent 
teachers; to more advanced students it will fill an important position as a 
syllabus of the most recent opinions upon the Aryan family, its language, social 
complex, life and migration. For the general reader, of course interested in the 
backward view of his ancestry but scantly tolerant of the arduous detail of 
special investigation, this volume supplies an excellent conspectus of the most 
modern views. How fresh and modern it is may be seen from the brief but 
well-balanced bibliography or short index of collateral reading; with the ex- 
ceptions of Schrader's Handelsgeschichte (1886) and Delbriick's Verwand- 
schaftnamen (1889), not one of the authorities cited is more than fifteen years 
old. William Churchill. 

Eastern Asia. A History. By Ian C. Hannah, M.A. 327 pp., appendices 
and index. Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York, 1911. $2.50. 9x5^. 
This work is history only in the sense that the monkish chronicles of Europe 
are history. To compress into a score of chapters the events of three-quarters of 
that continent where history began and grew old before our race had emerged 
into the lowest and immemorial barbarism is impossible from the start. The 
result in this volume partakes rather of the nature of the "quiz" or ready com- 
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pend whereby matters are made easy for such as find their highest education in 
passing examinations. We may instance the great figure of Tamerlane, who 
receives four pages in this narrative. There are dates, some names of places, 
and that is the sum for one of the great names of history. Taking this work as 
a mere compend, its value would have been largely increased by footnotes or a 
bibliography whereby the student might be directed to sources from which he 
could derive more detailed information. 

Our estimate of the purpose of this work as a feeder to examinations is 
confirmed by the author's preface, in which he sets forth that in the ten 
years which have elapsed since the first edition much lecturing on the sub- 
ject for university extension has given him, he trusts, a better grip of the 
subject. Dealing with peripheral phenomena, for it is only on the edges of his 
eastern Asia that history has been preserved in dated records, he is forced to 
pursue several threads, each for a certain space and then to wait until the other 
threads are drawn out to equal length before he can resume each earlier thread. 
The result is the appearance of lack of continuity. Yet here, as wherever men 
live, history is continuous, it has continued here longer from the remote past 
than elsewhere on the world. A great change of direction marks the modern 
from the former epochs of Asian history. The newer impulse to the history of 
the great home continent is centripetal; Europe comes to Asia by water and 
from the shore seeks the inner empires. But the ancient impulse was centri- 
fugal; from the inner deserts ever swarmed fresh hordes of brute barbarians 
seeking with destructive avidity to enjoy the delights of culture. When we 
write European history the beginning of the present is in a past ravaged by the 
Goth and the Varangian, and beginning with them we obtain a consistent pic- 
ture* Whether compend or history, the story of eastern Asia, likewise, must be 
written from within outward if we are at all to have a connected narrative. 
This work will have its field of usefulness ; from its index the inquirer will find 
it easy to discover such memorable facts concerning the larger figures of Asiatic 
life as will satisfy most inquiry. William Churchill. 

The Book of the English Oak. By Charles Hurst. 196 pp., map, 14 illus- 
trations and index. Lynwood & Co., Ltd., London, 1911. 5d. 7}4 x 5. 
The author has found much of interest to say about the English oak. It 
would scarcely be expected that a whole book could be filled with the oak tree; 
but the oak has many moods, conditions and aspects, and the author has found 
many sides of it to tell about. He treats its traditions, its place in poetry and 
shows how every Englishman may enrich his country by cultivating the oak 
and thus perpetuating one of the most characteristic features of the English 
landscape. 

Coral and Atolls. Their History, Description, Theories of Their Origin both 
Before and Since that of Darwin, the Influence of Winds, Tides and Ocean 
Currents on Their Formation and Transformations, Their Present Conditions, 
Products, Fauna and Flora. By F. Wood-Jones, B.Sc. xxiii and 392 pp., 
map, illustrations, bibliography, appendices and index. Lovell, Reeve & Co., 
Ltd., London, 1910. 24s. 9 x 6j£. 
The title conceals the fact that this volume contains a most interesting ac- 
count of the kings of Cocos-Keeling, a topic that cannot fail of attracting atten- 
tion. The adventure side of geography has had its great share in the upbuild- 



